/ Between 1880 and 1890, its population exploded from about 22,400 to over 50,000 residents
(and would surpass 62,000 by the turn of the century). What's more, the city’s infrastructure was

,,.:‘
LU M B E R & ST EA M F I TT E RS also expanding exponentially; by 1892, a total of almost $2 million (2 small fortune by today’s standards)
- \ \ | ' had been spent over the previous 10 years to develop its streets with sewers, paving and fllrhing.

D s Moines, lowa, had become a veritable boomtown as the end of the 19th Century approached:

Meanwhile, skilled-trades workers in Des Moines were hcmm]ng nrganm:d at a hurried rate. In fact, b]..r
July 1891, there were 16 trade unions in the city, where as there had only been five just three years earlier,
including carpenters, bricklayers, painters and plumbers locals, the Des Moines Register reported on July
18 that year.

The newspaper went on in tlll: EIIiE!.E to CEPOUACE

“Several new unions are now ﬁ:'érig r.'-'.":g'ﬂ!ﬂi:-.'.t'.ﬂ': and !:'rfﬁ:w next winter this Cify can boast qf' Em'.r:g i
better organized city among the working population than any city in the West. Trades unions are a
qmr." thi HE | for all mechanics to h‘fﬂﬂq i, Fi:'}r teach mf':*:'n and ﬁﬂﬂrﬂf} and fr.t out @ mechanic ﬂf
any trade in far better shape to command and get better wages then for a mechanic to plod through

bl besr i uﬁ- in a sl Jzuf?m' manner, with no chances to learn only w .Emr he learns in the first year or so of bis
appren ticeshi .

L]

I In that environment, a mere two years after the United Association of Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam
I 3 . 3 Fitters and Steam Fitters’ Helpers of the United States and Canada - precursor of todays “U.A"
i

(United Association of Journeymen and Apprentices of the Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry of the
United States and Canada) — Local No. 33 was chartered on November 1, 1891, to serve Des Moines
and Central lowa. The new local’s charter was signed by U.A. General President J. A. Lee and General
Secretary Treasurer H. D. McGhan.
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